Twentieth-Century British Literature Ph.D. Exam
The following list is meant to help familiarize graduate students with the field of Modern and Contemporary British Literature. It is by no means exhaustive; rather, it is, like any map, a series of options. 

Primary Works (by genre, and roughly in chronological order)


Fiction

Joseph Conrad, LORD JIM (1900), HEART OF DARKNESS (1902)

D.H. Lawrence, THE RAINBOW (1915), WOMEN IN LOVE (1916

James Joyce, DUBLINERS (1914), PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN


(1916), ULYSSESS (1922) selections

Katherine Mansfield, selected short fiction

Ford Madox Ford, THE GOOD SOLDIER (1915)

May Sinclair, MARY OLIVIER (1919)

E.M. Forster, HOWARD’S END (1910), A PASSAGE TO INDIA (1924)

Virginia Woolf, MRS. DALLOWAY (1925), TO THE LIGHTHOUSE (1927), A ROOM


OF ONE’S OWN (1929) and selected essays

Henry Green, LIVING (1929)

Aldous Huxley, BRAVE NEW WORLD (1932)

Christopher Isherwood, MR. NORRIS CHANGES TRAINS (1935)

Graham Greene, BRIGHTON ROCK (1938)

Joyce Cary, THE HORSE’S MOUTH (1944)

Evelyn Waugh, BRIDESHEAD REVISITED (1945)

George Orwell, ANIMAL FARM (1945), NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR (1949), and


selected essays

Elizabeth Bowen, THE HEAT OF THE DAY (1949)

John Braine, ROOM AT THE TOP (1957)

Muriel Spark, THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BRODIE (1961)

V.S. Naipaul, A HOUSE FOR MR. BISWAS (1961)

Anthony Burgess, A CLOCKWORK ORANGE (1962)

Doris Lessing, THE GOLDEN NOTEBOOK (1962)

Jean Rhys, THE WIDE SARGASSO SEA (1966)

Irs Murdoch, THE SEA, THE SEA (19)

Michael Ondaatje, THE COLLECTED WORKS OF BILLY THE KID (1974)

S. Byatt, THE VIRGIN IN THE GARDEN (1978), POSSESSION (1990)

Andela Carter, THE BLOODY CHAMBER AND OTHER STORIES (1979)

Kazuo Ishiguro, THE REMAINS OF THE DAY (1989)

Julian Barnes, FLAUBERT’S PARROT (1985) Poetry
Thomas Hardy, selected poems

Gerard Manley Hopkins, selected poems

Poetry by the World War I figures (Owen, Thomas, Rosenberg, etc.)

Ezra Pound, selected poems (including “Hugh Selwyn Mauberley” and selections from 


THE CANTOS

T.S. Eliot, selected poems (including THE WASTE LAND)

William Butler Yeats, selected poems (especially those dealing with Irish politics and art)

W.H. Auden, selected poems

Stephen Spender, selected poems

Stevie Smith, selected poems

Dylan Thomas, selected poems

Philip Larkin, selected poems

Denise Levertov, selected poems

Thomas Kinsella, selected poems

Derek Walcott, selected poems

Ted Hughes, selected poems 

Seamus Heaney, selected poems

Drama

Oscar Wilde, THE IMPORTANCE OF BEINB EARNEST (1895)

William Butler Yeats, CATHLEEN NI HOULIHAN (1902), DEIDRE (1907)

George Bernard Shaw, MRS. WARREN’S PROFESSION (1893), MAN AND

SUPERMAN (1903), PRYGMALION (1912), SAINT JOAN (1923)

John Millington Synege, RIDERS TO THE SEA (1904), PLAYBOY OF THE WESTERN

WORLD (1907)

Harold Pinter, THE DUMB WAITER (1960), THE HOMECOMING (1965)

Joe Orton, ENTERTAINING Mr. Sloane (1964)

Tom Stoppard, ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD (1967),


TRAVESTIES (1975), ARCADIA (1993)

David Storey, THE CHANGING ROOM (1972)

Peter Schaeffer, EQUUS (1973)

Caryl Churchill, TOP GIRLS (1982), SERIOUS MONEY (1987)

Secondary Works

Students taking exams are expected to select, read, and be able to cite secondary criticism, literary history, and critical theory-enough to provide a grounding in the genres, movements, techniques, and critical issues that are important in relation to the texts on the reading list.

The work of some of the following critics may be useful in gaining a better sense of the field.

Houston Baker, Mikhail Bakhtin, Frank Baldanza, Shari Benstock, Harold Bloom, Lorelei Cederstom, Nancy Chodorow, Christopher Craft, Helene Cixous, Jonathan Culler, Jacques Derrida, Terry Eagleton, Richard Ellmann, Joseph Epstein, Martin Esslin, Richard Finneran, Paul Fussell, Henry Louis Gates, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, Stephen Greenblatt, Elissa Gualnick, Geoffrey Hartman, Carolyn Heilbrun, Frederick J. Hoffman, Norman Holland, Luce Irigaray, Frederic Jameson, Hugh Kenner, Frank Kermode, Julia Kristeva, Jacques Lacan, F>R. Leavis, A. Walton Litz, David Lodge, Herbert Marcuse, J. Hillis Miller, james Olney, Jeffery Meyers, Harry Moore, F.B. Pinion, Edward Said, Elisabeth Schneider, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, George Steiner, Helen Vendler, Jeffrey Weeks, Harvey Curtis Webster, Raymond Williams

