Early American Literature to 1830 Ph.D. Exam
Primary Works (arranged roughly in chronological order)

In those cases where selections or excerpts rather than entire volumes are required (poetry of Anne Bradstreet, prose of John Smith, etc.), students are instructed to consult the two major anthologies of the period, The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Sixth Edition, Volume A, and The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Fifth Edition, Volume A. For authors whose selected works date from the beginning of the nineteenth century (Sigourney, Bryant, Child), Volume B of both anthologies should be consulted. 

Selected Native American oral tales

Christopher Columbus, letters to Luis de Santangel Regarding the First Voyage and to Ferdinand and Isabella Regarding the Fourth Voyage

Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, The Account

Bartolome de Las Casas, The Very Brief Relation of the Devastation of the Indies, excerpts

Bernal Diaz Del Castillo, The True History of the Conquest of New Spain, excerpts

Gaspar Perez de Villagra, The History of New Mexico, excerpts

Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, selected works

Thomas Hariot, A Brief and True Report of the New Found Land of Virginia
John Smith, selections from The General History of Virginia and A Description of New England 

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation
John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”

Roger Williams, selections from A Key into the Language of America 

The Whole Book of Psalms (Bay Psalm Book), selected psalms 

Anne Bradstreet, selected poems

Michael Wigglesworth, The Day of Doom (available in Harrison Meserole, American Poetry of the Seventeenth Century)

Edward Taylor, selected poems

Mary Rowlandson, The Sovereignty and Goodness of God (A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson)

Samuel Sewall, selections from The Diary
Cotton Mather, selections from The Wonders of the Invisible World and Magnalia Christi Americana 

Sarah Kemble Knight, The Journal 

William Byrd, selections from A History of the Dividing Line, The Secret History of the Dividing Line, and The Secret Diary of William Byrd of Westover
Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, A Divine and Supernatural Light, and Personal Narrative 

Elizabeth Ashbridge, Some Account of the Fore Part of the Life of Elizabeth Ashbridge
Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography; The Way to Wealth; Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America;  Speech of Miss Polly Baker
Ebeneezer Cook, The Sot-Weed Factor
John Woolman, The Journal 

J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer
Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, The Declaration of Independence, the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 

Thomas Paine, Common Sense, selections from The Age of Reason 

The Federalist Papers, numbers 1, 6, 10

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 

Judith Sargent Murray, On the Equality of the Sexes
Philip Freneau, selected poems

Joel Barlow, The Hasty Pudding 

Phillis Wheatley, selected poems

Samson Occom, A Short Narrative of My Life 

Royal Tyler, The Contrast 

Sarah Wentworth Morton, selected poems

William Hill Brown, The Power of Sympathy
Susanna Haswell Rowson, Charlotte: A Tale of Truth
Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette
Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland or Edgar Huntly
Rebecca Rush, Kelroy
Washington Irving, The Sketch Book
James Fenimore Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans or The Pioneers
Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Hope Leslie and Cacoethes Scribendi 

William Cullen Bryant, selected poems 

William Apess, An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the White Man and Son of the Forest

Lydia Maria Child, selected works

Lydia Sigourney, selected poems

Literary Histories (in chronological order)

Moses Coit Tyler, History of American Literature, 1607-1765.  1895. 810.9 t97h

W.P. Trent, ed. Cambridge History of American Literature. 1922. 810.9 c14

Robert Spiller, ed. Literary History of the United States. 1948. 810.9 Sp4l 1974. 

Emory Elliot, ed. Columbia Literary History of the United States. 1988. 810.9 c72

Sacvan Bercovitch, ed. Cambridge History of American Literature, Volume I: 1590-1820.  1994.  810.9 C14b
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